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SUBJECT: STATEMENT BY FONSEC OWEN 

REF: STATE 116959 

1 . FOR THE RECORD, QUOTED BELOW IS FULL EXCHANGE 

ON CYPRUS IN HOUSE OF COMMONS APRIL 26, WHICH CAME IN 
MIDST OF DEBATE ON MIDDLE EAST. REGRETTABLY, 

HANSARD WAS RECEIVED ONLY TODAY. 

2. BEGIN QUESTION. MRS. JEGER: WILL MY RIGHT HON. 

FRIEND SAY A LITTLE MORE ABOUT CONSULTATIONS WITH 

EEC COLLEAGUES CONCERNING CYPRUS, PARTICULARLY IN VIEW OF 
THE FACT THAT BOTH GREECE AND TURKEY ARE ANXIOUS TO 
COME CLOSER TO THE COMMUNITY? SURELY THIS IS A MAJOR 
MATTER THAT SHOULD BE DISCUSSED AMONG EEC MEMBERS. 

END QUESTION 

3. BEGIN DR. OWEN'S REPLY. IT IS DISCUSSED, AND I DO 
NOT RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY THAT THAT WE SHALL FRET, 
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IT RIGHT TO TAKE SOME ACTION AT SOME STAGE. BUT AT THE 
MOMENT THE MAIN RESPONSIBILITY-IT IS A VERY DIFFICULT 
ONE-RESTS ON THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS IN DECIDING WHETHER TO CALL ANOTHER MEETING 
FOR INTER-COMMUNAL TALKS ON THE BASIS OF THE PROPOSALS 
PUT FORWARD BY THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT. 
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I DO NOT HIDE FROM THE HOUSE THE FACT THAT I DO NOT 
BELIEVE THAT AS YET WE ARE APPROACHING AN EVENTUAL 
SETTLEMENT, BUT I THINK THAT BOTH SIDES SHOULD 
HESITATE VERY SERIOUSLY BEFORE REFUSING TO ENTER DIS- 
CUSSIONS. IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS THERE IS VERY LITTLE 
ADVANTAGE IN REFUSING TO DISCUSS AND TO COME TO THE 
NEGOTIATING TABLE. I RECOGNISE THAT THIS IS A 
DECISION FOR THEM-AND ONLY FOR THEM-TO MAKE, BUT I 
URGE NEGOTIATIONS, EVEN IF IT IS ENTERED INTO 
WITHOUT ANY GREAT SENSE OF OPTIMISM. 

BREWSTER 
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